
PRELIMINARY REMARKS. 3 

the north by the Arctic Ocean, on the west by the Terri­
tory of Alaska and the Pacific Ocean, on the south by the 
United States, and on the east by the Atlantic Ocean. 

8. The origin of the word Canada is obscure, but the °£fj£of 

derivation now generally accepted is that from an Indian a d a" 
word " Kannatha," meaning a village or collection of huts, 
and it is supposed that Jacques Cartier hearing this word 
used by the Indians with reference to their settlements, 
mistook its meaning, and applied it to the whole country. 

9. Canada has an area of about 3.470,257 square miles, Area. 
or including its water surface, 3,610,000 square miles, and 
is about 3,500 miles from east to west, and 1,400 miles from 
north to south. 

10. Among its principal physical features are its inland ukef.reat 

lakes, which are remarkable for their size and number, and 
contain more than half the fresh water of the globe. The 
largest of these, generally known as the great lakes, separ­
ate Canada from the United States, and consist of Lakes 
Superior, Huron, St. Clair, Erie and Ontario, and the 
following table gives their length, breadth, area and height 
above the sea :— 

LAKES. 

Superior 
Huron—with Georgian Bay 
St. Clair *. 
Erie 
Ontario 
Michigan 

L e n g t h . B r e a d t h . A r e a . 

Miles. Miles. Sq. Miles. 

420 160 32,000 
280 190 24,000 

26 25 320 
240 80 10,000 
180 65 7,300 
320 80 25,600 

Height 
above 
Sea. 

Feet. 
630 
578 
570 
565 
232 
578 

Lake 11. Lake Michigan is in the United States, but is con- Michigan, 
nected with Lake Huron by the Strait of Mackinaw. 

12. These lakes form a complete system of navigation from Lakes. 


